8 December
Later the Duke of York, who had a conference with the King
on Monday night until after midnight, returned about 6.30
and joined the King's other visitors in conference and had
dinner. The Prime Minister was nearly five hours at Fort
Belvedere, and reached Downing Street about n o'clock at
night.
A new german battleship
The second of the two 26,ooo-ton battleships building for
the German Navy was launched at Kiel in the presence of
Herr Hitler, and named Oneisenau by Frau Marker, widow of
the captain of the cruiser Gneisenau, which was sunk at the
Battle of the Falkland Islands twenty-two years ago to-day.
There was a mishap in the launching, for the ship came down
the slipway too fast and the high wind increased her momen-
tum. Two drag-chains broke, and she came into collision, with
slight impact, with the sea wall, but no damage was done.
Colonel-General Freiherr von Fritsch in a short speech recalled
the achievements of the great Prussian soldier after whom the
battleship is named, and the heroic death of officers and men
of the earlier Gneisenau. Apostrophising the ship, he said:
"Be loyal! Be witness to the power and prestige of the Third
Reich on distant shores. Prepare in careful peace-time work for
the day of destiny—which we do not desire, but which shall
find us prepared—the day on which the Fiihrer and Supreme
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces calls upon you to
do your duty as did the hero whose spirit lives in your com-
mander and crew. The first in attack, the last to abandon the
chase, be bold, loyal, and fortunate, and honour in that way
the great soldier whose name you carry."
spain
A correspondent in The Times thus describes Andalusia
under General Franco: "To go from the Spain of the Govern-
ment to insurgent Spain is to go from darkness into light—
artificial light though it may be. The insurgents have done a
great deal to restore order in the country under their control,
even though their methods may seem questionable. The
contrast is startling between Malaga, where economic life has
to a great extent broken down, and Seville, where trade goes
on very much as before the revolution, with the notable excep-
tion that the constant strikes have ceased.
"In insurgent Andalusia life and property are safer now
than they have been for a long time past. The streets are clean
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